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A Nearby Disaster
A massive chemical fire broke out in the early hours of Monday, June 14th, 2021 at Chemtool, a
chemical plant in Rockton, Illinois. Chemtool, a plant that specializes in the production of finish
greases for automobile and industrial machinery, is now completely destroyed from the fire.
The fire tore through the plant for nearly 24 hours before getting contained by the Rockton and
surrounding areas fire departments, but not before releasing many harmful pollutants into the air and
running the risk of contaminated runoff water getting into Rockton’s main waterway, Rock River.
While the cause of the fire is not yet known, many harmful chemicals like sulfuric acid and lead were
housed in the plant, and have now been released into the air. Employees and people within one mile
of the fire were evacuated and everyone was able to make it out safely. Additionally, people living
within three miles of the plant have been told to wear a mask in order to ensure their safety. Health
officials are monitoring the air quality to keep everyone up to date.
Read More.

IWRC Updated Paint Tracker Program
The IWRC's Paint Tracker program has just undergone an update, and along with this update there
are a few changes to be aware of. The updated program will look and function almost identically to
the current program, with the following changes:
1. In the edit usage drop down, the data was re-ordered to show the most recent entries and
additional data was added to make it easier for a company to identify the usage they want to edit.
2. An archive product option was created to allow a facility to identify products that are no longer
being used. Archived products are not included in the Product Information Reports and are not
evaluated in the Compliance Reports. If the archived products were used during the time specified
on the various material usage, VOC/PM and HAP reports, they will be included in those reports.
3. The HAP report in the existing program had a minor calculation error which has been fixed in the

new program.
4. The Compliance report also was incorrectly identifying some materials in categories they did not
belong to, and this has been resolved in the new program.
5. References to the term MSDS have been updated as MSDS are now more commonly referred to
as SDS.
Additionally, the first time you login to the program, you will need to choose a new password. Click
on the Forgot Password link (on the Login menu). Clicking that link will send an email to your
account which will provide you instructions on creating a new password. To check out the updated
system visit this link.

IWRC's Newest Addition, UNI Associate Professor of Economics, Alicia
Rosburg (P.h.D.)
The IWRC was thrilled to welcome Environmental Economist Alicia Rosburg in
an official capacity in June! Alicia is an Associate Professor of Economics and
Provost's Fellow for Sustainability at The University of Northern Iowa. The
Center has had a working relationship with Alicia in the past, most recently with
her published research examining willingness-to-pay for sustainable beer. We
look forward to the economic outlook and expertise that Alicia will provide to the
projects and programs at the IWRC. Welcome, Alicia!

Brandon Stenger is Welcomed to the IWRC Team!
Recently, the Iowa Waste Reduction Center added Brandon Stenger
to our team as the new Environmental Science Intern. Brandon is
double majoring in Finance and Economics at the University of
Northern Iowa, with plans to graduate in December 2021. Brandon
said, “I am thrilled to be joining the IWRC to serve the interests of the
environment both locally and beyond.” In his free time, he enjoys
playing golf and watching Nebraska sports. We are very excited to
have added him to the team!

| Sustainability |
Leading the Sustainability Transformation
(GreenBiz)

| Food Waste |
UNI Helps Develop New Legislation to Promote Sustainable Food Practices
(Inside UNI)
| Wind |
Are Wind Farms Slowing Each Other Down?
(Science Daily)
| Recycling |
HLP Klearfold Creates a New Guide to Recycling Symbols
(Waste 360)
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